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Mission:  
Supporting fathers, 
future fathers, and 
father figures in truly 
understanding the vital 
importance of their 
presence, power and 
positive impact on 
their families and 
communities 
preventing devastating 
life challenges 
including human 
trafficking.  
 
 
 
Vision: 
Our vision is to see an 
end of human 
exploitation, and 
provide child and 
community well-being 
through father 
presence and 
responsible 
engagement.  
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     It would be difficult to have missed all the fervor over the July 4th 
release of the movie, Sound of Freedom, dramatizing the real-life 
efforts of Tim Ballard to rescue children from human trafficking.  No 
film in recent memory has sparked such a gush of publicity, 
supportive and negative, which was delayed in its release by 5 
years after Disney bought the rights and then declined to release it.  
Much has been said about why there has been so much praise and 
disdain as there has been, so I won’t weigh in on the controversy 
but will give my experience and reflection on this important and 
powerful film.   
     One of the uphill battles of fighting human trafficking has been 
the reduction of the tragedy to an “over there” and “those people” 
crisis while failing to see the reality of American children and 
vulnerable members of our communities being exploited by 
traffickers and gangs.  This movie does little to alter that 
misperception.  That said, it hits home with the opening case that 
Tim Ballard worked on while still an agent of Homeland Security on 
the border with Mexico and fighting crimes against children.  The 
exposure of pedophiles and the mind-boggling quantity of CSAM 
child sexual abuse material (child porn), 85 million images in 2022 
according to RAINN (rape, abuse, incest national network), was 
breathtaking and important for parents and caregivers to be aware 
of.  At Father-Con we have long championed rising awareness of 
the insidious links between child sexual abuse material, modern 
pornography and human trafficking. 
     The movie opens with the familiar technique of luring children by 
traffickers through the allure of fame as a model, singer or actor.  
My heart broke as the father of these two beautiful children leaves 
his precious children in the care of a woman who turned out to be a 
trafficker – because if that man had been aware of this method of 
recruitment there would have been no need for the multi-million-
dollar rescue that ensued.  To end the exploitation of children and 
the most vulnerable, we must also invest in prevention.  If the 



Books we like 

 
 

 
 

 

passion now welling in the audiences of Sound of Freedom, ignites 
a burst of support for prevention, we will see the flow of victims cut 
off. 
This film masterfully portrays an issue related to sex and violence 
with no depictions of sex and very minor violence that is not 
gratuitous but intrinsic to the story.   
I do recommend this film as someone who has held two film 
festivals for human trafficking awareness and watched about 100 
trafficking themed films.  However, once you see the film please 
contact a reputable organization,  
Patrick Erlandson – Founder:  Father-Con 
and See it. End it. Film & Arts Festival 
 

What you can do to help: 
Volunteer your skills and talents to stand with Father-Con. 
Email:  patrick@father-con.org 
Consider becoming a board or auxilary board member. 
Donate or become a sponsor.      We need you!! 
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By Dr Kelli Palfy 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
We are growing and on the rise!!  
The need for fathers to be informed, inspired and equipped as 21st 
Century Fathers could not be greater.  We can turn this ship and 
make waves of change!   
Join our growing sponsorship community 

 

       

    

      

              

 
 



 

 

 

Available at: 
Fightforme.ne 
 
 

 
Heart of the Father recipient 
Evan Hess 
 

Pictures of Father-
Con 2023 at  
https://www.father-con.org 
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